no profession which is so much calculated to try our moral qualities, by bringing us into complex and difficult moral relations with others.
The patience and temper of the medical practitioner are continually tried by the fretfulness of illness, by the monotony of iterated complaint, by the garrulity of age, by the childishness of imbecility, by the impertinences of the vulgar, the curiosity of the idle, the prejudices of the ignorant. His equanimity is invaded by the anxieties, the misgivings, the despondency, the agitation, of those who suffer, and of those who are interested in them. His presence of mind and self-depend- If the sensibilities are dull and the feelings sluggish, thought grows sluggish also, and the whole action of the understanding turns heavily upon its wheels. If the heart is selfish, narrow or corrupt, every faculty of the mind feels it like a malady, and betrays it in its perversion; but a pure heart, ennobled by high aims, illuminates and energises with all the power of a natural religion, its associated intellect. Such is the simple philosophy of our nature, and consciousness gives instant and direct testimony of its truth. Thought strongly moved, aspirations nobly aimed, may receive light and knowledge as an influx from without, but the force that animates them is felt to be an innate force. The feelings serve as a medium of reception to high thought, and they refract and distort, or concentrate and intensify the intellectual rays according to their own state and structure. The poet's muse is something more than a figure or memory of an old-time superstition ; it is the expression of a conviction, and answers to a fact in his consciousness; the religionist's rapture of emotion opens all the supernatural to his imagination; the artist finds the infinite in the depth of his own sentiments, and all men in their several degrees, feel the elevation which the moral impulses and the inmost instincts of the heart are capable of affording so richly to the action of the understanding. Especially is the truth of this idea obvious in the applica- 
